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BOARD OF SELECTMEN
Monday, November 14, 2016
Town Hall — Meeting Hall

SELECTMEN PRESENT:  Lori L. Spielman, Melinda M. Ferry, Aaron J. Foster, David E.
Stavens, Ronald F. Stomberg, John W. Turner

SELECTMEN ABSENT: James M. Prichard
OTHERS PRESENT: Nicholas J. DiCorleto, Jr., Finance Officer/Treasurer, Maurice Keane,
Ellen O’Shaughnessy, Tom Palshaw, Andrew Slicer Jane Skypek,

Matthew Skypek, Nancy Stillman, Timothy Webb, Public Works
Director/WPCA Administrator.

I CALL TO ORDER

First Selectman Spielman called the meeting of the Board of Selectmen (BOS) to order at
7.04 p.m.

Il CITIZENS’ FORUM
Mrs. O'Shaughnessy expected a vote on the Charter Revision Questions approved by the Board of
Selectman this year. She asked why a vote did not occur. Mr. Turner said that the questions
would have to go to a special election because it had been too late to put the questions on the
regular ballot. ‘
.  APPROVAL OF MINUTES

A. October 17, 2016 Board of Selectmen Regular Meeting

The BOS requested a correction to the name “Alisa Smith.” The BOS requested the addition of
the term “around schools” to the citizen’s forum statement by Mr. Blanchette.

MOVED (TURNER), SECONDED (STAVENS), AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO APPROVE
THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN REGULAR MEETING MINUTES OF OCTOBER 17, 2016 AS
AMENDED.

V. UNFINISHED BUSINESS

A. Appointments to Elected Board/Commission
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a. Board of Finance

MOVED (TURNER), SECONDED (STAVENS), AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO APPOINT TO
DAVID J. OLENDER TO THE BOARD OF FINANCE TO COMPLETE A VACANT TERM ENDING
DECEMBER 4, 2017, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE REPUBLICAN TOWN COMMITTEE.

MOVED (TURNER), SECONDED (STAVENS), AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO GO OUT OF
AGENDA ORDER TO ITEM V. B. RYAN DRIVE RESIDENTS’ CONCERN: TARGET SHOOTING
[N PROXIMITY.

B. Ellington Volunteer Ambulance Corps, Inc./Comprehensive Assessment by Consultant Matt
Zavadsky

Chief Stillman said that the EVAC Executive Board had begun to review the report and would be
sharing it with general membership on Monday.

Mr. Foster asked what percentage of the changes the EVAC is going to make. Chief Stillman said
they are evaluating the report and some of the changes have already been implemented. Chief
Stillman said she was in the process of delineating which items the EVAC will work on.

Mr. Slicer asked the BOS to note EVAC's collection rate, which is higher than the national
average.

V. NEW BUSINESS

MOVED (TURNER), SECONDED (FOSTER), AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO ADD UNDER
NEW BUSINESS, ITEM H, EVFD Disposal of Surplus Equipment — 2000 GMC 4-Door Pick-up
Truck.

A. Tax Refunds/Abatements

MOVED (TURNER), SECONDED (FOSTER), AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO APPROVE THE
TAX REFUNDS IN THE AMOUNT OF $1,706.36 AS RECOMMENDED BY THE TAX & REVENUE
COLLECTOR AND AS SPECIFIED IN THE REFUNDS/ABATEMENT STATEMENT FOR THE
MONTH OF NOVEMBER 2016.

B. Ryan Drive Residents’ Concern: Target Shooting in Proximity

Mr. Skypek said that the two major concerns about target shooting in his vicinity are noise and
safety. He said that a few neighbors are out in the woods near houses and joggers, practicing
their shots with 9 millimeter rounds.

Mrs. Skypek said that the shooting disturbs her grandchildren.

Mr. Keane provided photographs and played audio of gunshots as heard from his house. He said
that a 9 millimeter round could go through his house. He argues that if you can't hunt that close to
a house you shouldn’t be able to engage in target practice.

Mr. Turner lamented the lack of enforcement options because the shooters are on private
property. Mr. Stomberg noted that perhaps the amount of people is illegal while Mr. Stavens
believed it may be a zoning issue if someone is operating a shooting range on their property.
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Mr. Turner will be putting an inquiry into the Connecticut Conference of Municipalities to see how
other towns have dealt with this problem.

C. Town Hall STEAP Grant Update — Mr. Galey and Mr. Vance

Mr. Galey and Mr. Vance described the steps for renovating and adding to the Town Hall Building.
They said that the Tax Collector, Assessor, and Town Clerk would be moved to a new addition in
the rear of the building.

The gentlemen said that the problems caused by the narrowness of the current Town Hall Building
will be mitigated by the new construction. They said that Town Hall would have more of a campus
setting.

D. Board of Selectmen Meeting Schedule - 2017

MOVED (TURNER), SECONDED (STAVENS), AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO APPROVE
THE 2017 MEETING SCHEDULE FOR THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN, AS PRESENTED IN THE
DRAFT.

E. Grant Permanent Status — Donna Hosey, Assistant Town Clerk

MOVED (TURNER), SECONDED (FERRY), AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO GRANT
PERMANENT STATUS TO DONNA HOSEY, ASSISTANT TOWN CLERK, EFFECTIVE
OCTOBER 25, 2016, AS RECOMMENDED BY THE TOWN CLERK.

F. Request for Leave of Absence — Officer Jeremy Powell

MOVED (TURNER), SECONDED (STOMBERG), AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO GRANT
JEREMY POWELL A LEAVE OF ABSENCE FROM HIS POSITION AS POLICE OFFICER FROM
NOVEMBER 1, 2016 TO FEBRUARY 28, 2017, AS PERMITTED BY SGT. BRIAN SANTA.

G. Tax Abatement Policy & Oakridge Dairy (Jobs Hill Road)

Mr. Turner noted that agricultural industries are not eligible for tax abatement but that the BOS
could make an exception.

H. EVFD Disposal of Surplus Equipment — 2000 GMC 4-Door Pick-up Truck

MOVED (TURNER), SECONDED (STOMBERG), AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO
AUTHORIZE THE DIRECTOR OF PUBLIC WORKS TO DISPOSE OF THE EVFD SURPLUS
2000 GMC 4-DOOR PICKUP TRUCK.

VI. ADMINISTRATIVE REPORTS

A. Building Official
B. Emergency Services
a) Resident State Trooper’'s Office
b) Emergency Management Director
¢) Ellington Volunteer Ambulance Corps
d) Ellington Volunteer Fire Department
C. Fire Marshal
D. Hall Memorial Library
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E. Tax & Revenue Collector
F. Town Planner
ViIl.SELECTMEN COMMITTEE REPORTS

A. Personnel Committee:
a) Resignations

MOVED (FERRY), SECONDED (STAVENS), AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO ACCEPT THE
RESIGNATION OF CHARLES MCCLEARY FROM THE CONSERVATION COMMISSION.

MOVED (FERRY), SECONDED (STAVENS), AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO ACCEPT THE
RESIGNATION OF JAMES KNUREK AS AN ALTERNATE MEMBER OF THE BOARD OF
ASSESSMENT APPEALS.

b)  Appointments
MOVED (FERRY), SECONDED (STAVENS), AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO APPOINT
KEITH DURAO AS AN ALTERNATE MEMBER OF THE PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION
TO COMPLETE AN UNEXPIRED TERM ENDING SEPTEMBER 30, 2017, AS RECOMMENDED
BY THE DEMOCRATIC TOWN COMMITTEE.
MOVED (FERRY), SECONDED (STAVENS), AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO APPOINT
DEANNA WAMPO GULICK AS MEMBER OF THE HUMAN SERVICES COMMISSION TO
COMPLETE AN UNEXPIRED TERM ENDING JANUARY 31, 2020.

B. Other: There was no other business.

VIIl.  SELECTMEN LIAISON REPORTS
IX. FIRST SELECTMAN'S REPORT

A. New Hires
a) Nancy LaRussa was hired to fill the position of Assistant Town Clerk

B. Other

¢ The First Selectman reported that she was on the Community Voice Channel with Mr.
Webb.

e The First Selectman reported that the new resident welcome bags were ready.

e The First Selectman reported that she attended the Vietnam Veterans ceremony in
Hartford on October 18.

e The First Selectman reported that she attended drone training with the Vernon Fire
Department.

e The First Selectman reported that the Ellington Fall Festival Road Races wouid take place.

e The First Selectman reported that she attended two police chiefs’ meetings.
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The First Selectman reported that the Town is geared up for Winterfest.
e The First Selectman reported that the holiday food drive is looking for gift certificates.

e The First Selectman reported that there would be a holiday light contest this year with
prizes sponsored by Kloter Farms.

e The First Selectman reported that Troop 96 Boy Scouts came to the Town of Ellington to
learn about government.

e The First Selectman reported that she attended the Rockville Vo-Ag advisory meeting.

e The First Selectman reported that Thanksgiving dinner will be served at the Senior Center.
X. CORRESPONDENCE
XI. EXECUTIVE SESSION
MOVED (TURNER), SECONDED (STAVENS), AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO GO INTO
EXECUTIVE SESSION AT 9:09 P.M. FOR THE PURPOSE OF DISCUSSING LAND
ACQUISITIONS.
PRESENT: BOS Members, Timothy Webb, Nicholas DiCorleto

The BOS came out of Executive Session at 9:53 p.m.

Xll.  ADJOURNMENT

MOVED (PRICHARD), SECONDED (STAVENS) AND PASSED UNANIMOUSLY TO ADJOURN
THE MEETING OF THE BOARD OF SELECTMEN AT 9:55 P.M.

Submitted by /\//\/ Approved by /)/ Q // \/

‘Joseph Tarzi [ NoriL. ﬁﬁdman
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